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DEAR COMMUNITY,
 
Well, as we are currently writing this with strong wind and rain all around us, we can 
see that June’s weather has not really sorted itself out, so we have high hopes for July!

Luckily, the weather was kind for Charminster Fete and it was a fabulous event 
enjoyed by many. Inside this issue is an update, with more to come in a later edition.

Also included is a fabulous story about some wonderful little ducklings and the Pet 
of the Month is the lovely Tiggy.

Look out for some upcoming events too. The Encore Singers are coming to St Mary’s, 
Stinsford Fayre will be here before we know it and there is an Afternoon Tea for the 
Guide Dogs charity too. 

Finally, there is some news about the Family Fun Day on 14th July at St Mary’s First 
School.

Mel and Claire

Date for submissions for our September edition – 5th August 2024    
Editor@charpilot.com

Telephone: 01308 423411 Email: o� ice@creedsuk.com Website: www.creedsuk.com
Creeds Design & Print, 9c Gore Cross Business Park, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3UX
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STINSFORD NEWS

At last, I say, a little more sunshine, one sunny day followed by another for what appears 
the first time this year. The cool wind is still with us however and when in Cornwall for a 
few days with a constant westerly blowing in from the Atlantic, finding a secluded spot  
to enjoy the sun was the order and then one could truly feel those warm days 
around the corner. We had the opportunity to go along to the Royal Cornwall Show and 
how that has grown over the years into what is now a marvellous showpiece. As you can 
imagine a very large animal/stock interest with some very fine beasts. Well of course I 
visited the bee tent and was surprised to find the competition side somewhat sparse, yet 
any market or craft centre had their delicious honey for sale. I bought some at £7  and 
talking with the stall holder who was a professional beekeeper, his comment was that 
many of his customers thought him expensive.
The last Monday in May and the Bank Holiday brought a wonderful free afternoon concert 
to St Michaels. Led by Phil Humphries the International Serpentarium Dorset 2024 came 
along. Seven serpent players from America, Canada, Germany, Scotland, and England 
came together to make some amazing music.  Phil who organised the players and the 
event  narrated the performance and the programme even quoting the number of times 
that the instrument occurs in Hardy’s novels.  It was a remarkable composition of various 
music and very much enjoyed by all and they played to a full house. See photograph 
below.            
The first Sunday in June then followed the annual Thomas Hardy Birthday service and 
wreath laying. The Rev. Canon Richard Franklin, formerly of Trinity Church, Weymouth 
led the Service, and his sermon  was truly excellent. As the service was from the Book of 
Common Prayer, he commented that this would have been precisely what Hardy himself 
would have heard each Sunday. A wonderful service and a truly excellent sermon from a 
man who has also written the book ‘Thomas Hardy and Religion’. The service and wreath 
laying with Hardy’s poignant poetry being read was enjoyed by all whether a Hardy fan 

or not. We had a visiting 
organist, Ben Maton, 
from Salisbury Cathedral 
for the event as our own 
Alastair Simpson had 
another commitment. Ben 
would like to visit again 
as he wishes to make a 
u-tube version of music 
from a collection of Dorset 
churches and Stinsford’s 
organ is unusual as it is 
a single manual, but he 
stated it produces a 
wonderful sound in that 
small space. 
Michael Clarke
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WI REPORTS FOR APRIL & MAY 2024
April was our Annual Meeting where the committee were re-
elected, with the exception of Judy Thompson who is voluntarily 
standing down after many years service as a committee member, 
President and formerly Treasurer.  Mary Hayes was elected as our 
new President.
Once the business was concluded, Mary showed members how 
to make a fabric tulip and everyone was pleased to take their 
handcrafted flower home with them.
In May we welcomed Jane Chapman as our speaker.  Jane is 
a local, very talented illustrator and author of children’s books.  
Her books are well-known and are in schools all around the 
country.  Her books, especially the ‘bear’ series, are very popular 
and sell well, especially in America.  We were privileged to see 
original ideas, sketches and illustrations – they are really beautiful 
– traditional images, beautifully painted, that appeal to young 
children and grandmas!  The books sell particularly well to 
grandparents apparently!
Members were handed their programme of speakers and events 
for 2024/5.  Once more we welcomed several new members and 
visitors to swell our numbers.  You are welcome to come along 
and join us – visitors pay just £3 per meeting and are allowed 
to attend three meetings before making a decision whether to 
become a fully paid member.  We meet at the Community Hall on 
the second Tuesday of each month.  Doors are open from 7pm, 
with the meeting starting promptly at 7.30pm.  Next month (11th 
June) Helen Baggott will be our speaker.  Her talk is ‘Travels with 
my (great, great) Aunt’ which comes highly recommended.

WI REPORT FOR JUNE 2024
Members were pleased that the WI refreshments at the Fete raised over £900 – an excellent 
effort by all those involved.  It is a massive undertaking to organise this every year, and there is a 
lot of hard work on the day and in advance by a small group of ladies.  Special thanks go to Judy 
Thompson for her efficient organisation!
On 11th June our speaker should have been Helen Baggott, author.  Unfortunately, she had 
mixed up her dates and we were left without a speaker!  Quick thinking and reorganisation of 
the evening, meant that we had a fun quiz – many thanks to Gloria.
Our next meeting is on 7th July and will be a talk about Weymouth Lifeboat Station and the 
RNLI.  I will be contacting the speaker in advance, and double-checking on the day, to make sure 
there’s no mix-up this time!
It’s been lovely to see lots of new members and visitors over the past few months.  If you would 
like to come along to a meeting, you will be made most welcome.  You can get in touch (contact 
details elsewhere in the Pilot) if you feel unsure about attending for the first time on your own).
Our August meeting is a garden party, so the next meeting in the Community Hall will be on 
10th September, 7.15pm for 7.30pm start (Hall open from 7pm).
Judy Bird

Jane Chapman with one 
of her books.
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 The Upvc Repair Company 
Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 
Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 
Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 
Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 
No call out charge 

Parrott Locks
L O C K S M I T H

UPVC & Wooden Door Lock Specialist

Safes Opened, Serviced or Supplied

Vehicle Opening & Vehicle Keys/Remotes    

Key Safes, Codelocks, Additional Gate & Garage Security

07709 545701
paul@parrottlocks.co.uk     www.parrottlocks.co.uk
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Fun in the floods for some! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Charminster Village Hall 
Bookings being taken now for children’s par6es and other family occasions in our main hall. 

New lounge available for smaller groups, book clubs etc. 

Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses. 

Compe66ve rates – Discounts for Charminster residents.   

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 

Or call: 07918 595456 

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk 

Charminster Village Hall
Bookings being taken now for children’s parties 

and other family occasions in our main hall.

New lounge available for smaller groups, book 
clubs etc.

Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses.

Competitive rates – Discounts for Charminster 
residents.

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 
Or call: 07918 595456

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk
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Charminster 

 Village Hall 

Now fully open once more. 

For children’s parties and other private bookings  

contact Sarah Bird on 01305 266478 

Or sarah345bird@aol.com 

 HERRISON HALL 
CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

CHARITY  NO; 1079442 

Your Community Centre for 
Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes, Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, 
Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc 

 
Email:  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info 

www.charltondownvillagehall.info  
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4

BAND NIGHTS

PROBUS CLUB OF DORCHESTER
The Probus  meeting in May was held, as usual, at the Gamekeeper 
in Charminster and the guest speaker was Peter Fry who gave a 
fascinating talk on his role as a volunteer at the 2012 Olympics.

Peter reminded us that the modern day Olympics have their origin 
in 1850 with the first real event taking place in Athens in 1896. 
London has been the holder on three occasions, in 1908 replacing 
Rome due to a Vesuvius eruption, 1948 after the Second World War and 2012. 

He participated in a programme of volunteer selection that was started in 2011and 
those successful were all fitted out in the event clothing.  Peter was one of the torch 
holders as it moved through Weymouth prior to the start of the sailing events. He 
continued his volunteer role throughout both events and presented many pictures of 
the contestants in Weymouth.

Those of us who went to any events will remember how it infected the whole country and 
what a great success we, as a nation, had made of both the Olympics and Paralympics.

It was a really interesting talk and Peter asked us to pay his fee to the charity                   
Action Medical.   

Probus Club of Dorchester is part of the international Probus Organisation and is 
a group of retired or semi-retired men who meet on the second Thursday of each 
month for lunch at the Gamekeeper in Charminster. At many of the meetings we have 
guest speakers and a wide range of topics are covered. We are keen to welcome 
new members and if you are interested in coming along please in the first instance 
contact either Bill Lowes at williamlowes167@btinternet.com or Chris Hutton-Penman 
at chris@ossl.biz or on 01305 753611.
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We’ve had a busy month again! A further 30 
blankets, 30 shawls, 18 twiddlemuffs and 6 
knitted animals were taken to Dorchester 
County Hospital for the Stroke, Mary Anning 
and Evershot wards. In the picture you can see 
Fiona Bevin and Chris White (from Charminster), 
Louisa Plant and Angela Goldsworthy. Angela 
is currently chair of Dorchester Trefoil, Louisa 
is our new DCH liaison person and Fiona and 
Chris are ‘friends of Trefoil’ – ie not members 
but are part of our knitting project because 
they believe in it.
Donated wool is always needed, 8” squares 
too (to make into 40” by 48” approx. blankets) 
and if you would like to knit a shawl please do – I can give you dimensions if you contact me. 
Details below. 

Our Quiz for Foxie’s Future in Charminster Community Hall seemed to go well. Thanks for 
all your support. Our raffle raised £143 for the charitable trust hoping to buy Foxlease – 
the Girlguiding activity centre in the New Forest – so that it can continue to be run as a 
camping and activity centre for all young people, as well as a training centre. The teams 
included Mary’s Mates from Charminster WI (Mary Hayes is Charminster WI’s new President) 
and Charminster Gang (Charminster’s Guiders) as well as two teams from Dorchester Trefoil 
and some from Weymouth, Sherborne, Poole and Beaminster. Weymouth’s Wise Owls won 
the quiz and Sherborne was second. Thanks to Linda Scott and Maggie Mallon for all their 
hard work setting questions and obtaining good raffle prizes. My role was caterer. 

We’ve learned a lot – it took me and my helper 
so long to plate up 60 Ploughman’s suppers 
that supper was late so the balance of the 
evening was upset so next year I’m going to 
do most of the preparation at home so we’ve 
just to put it on plates and portion up desserts. 
Yes – we’ve had so many lovely comments, 
we’ve decided to have another quiz next year. 

The picture shows Charminster Gang at      
the quiz. 	

Anyone over the age of 18 who supports 
Guiding, Scouting and the community can join Trefoil. Our afternoon group tends to have 
speakers or quieter activities and the Hardy Perennials (evening group) have all sorts of more 
activities for example a Dorchester History walk (June), a boat trip (July) barbecue (August). 
Both our groups are very sociable and welcome visitors. 
If you would like further information just contact me on:jct19336@gmail.com or01305 263783.

Judy Thompson

Dorchester Trefoil 

 

 

We have had a fairly quiet month for once but 
did manage to squeeze in a lunch at Goulds 
Garden centre as an extra get together. 

 

As our speaker was unable to come to our July 
meeting, we changed our programme to a 
version of ‘Would I lie to you’ – committee 
versus the rest of our members attending the 
meeting. The committee won with the comment 

from several members that they were horrified we were such good liars! Due to a 
poor weather forecast, our Evening section’s barbecue was postponed until August.  
 

Fiona Bevins, Chris White and I delivered 35 
shawls, 21 blankets, 17 twiddlemuffs and 10 
teddy bears to the stroke unit of Dorchester 
County Hospital where they will be shared 
between the Mary Anning dementia wards, and 
Evershot ward as well as the stroke unit. WE 
normally deliver direct to the Mary Anning wards 
but they are closed to the public at present due 
to Norovirus. 

You don’t have to be members of Trefoil to knit 
for the Trefoil community knitting project (Chris 
and Fiona aren’t) and all knitters are welcome 
to our knit and natter group. 

As ever we always appreciate donations of wool 
so our members can continue to knit shawls and 

blankets for DCH. 

Dorchester Trefoil (afternoon group) meets at St George’s church hall, Fordington, 
on the first Wednesday afternoon of each month. Visitors are welcome. It’s very 
friendly and always with tea and chat. Evening Trefoil usually meets on the 4th 
Wednesday evening of each month. For more information about both the afternoon 
and evening groups contact Judy Thompson, e-mail:- jct19336@gmail.com (or via 
Charminster WI). 

Judy Thompson 
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Anyone over the age of 18 who supports Guiding, Scouting and the community can 
join Trefoil. Our afternoon group tends to have speakers or quieter activities and 
the Hardy Perennials (evening group) have all sorts of more activities for example 
a Dorchester History walk (June), a boat trip (July) barbecue (August). Both our 
groups are very sociable and welcome visitors.  

If you would like further information just contact me on:jct19336@gmail.com 
or01305 263783. 

 

Judy Thompson  
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There when you  
need us

hklaw.uk

If through no fault of your own, you have suffered accidental injury or medical  
malpractice at work,  HK Law will help you get the compensation you deserve. 

Rod 
Dutton
 Solicitor

Read Rod Dutton’s article 
on compensation for 
accidents at work

A Dorchester    T 01305 251007    E dorchester@hklaw.uk   
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT 
Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without 
which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in 
Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month. 

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition, there-
fore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of November so 
they are in place for the New Year. 

In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we 
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are: 

Size Dimensions Rate 

Whole page 125mm x 190mm £525 

Three quarters page 125mm x 142mm £393 

Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm £350 

Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263 

Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175 

Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131 
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hklaw.uk
A  Dorchester    T  01305 251007    E  dorchester@hklaw.uk   

Expert Probate  
Advice
At HK Law, we ensure proper administration of estates. 
Protecting your interests and giving Executors peace of 
mind.. 

 Probate & Intestacy    Estate Valuation   
 Estate Administration    Probate Litigation   
 Inheritance Tax Advice
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The Upvc Repair 
Company

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc
Upvc door and window repairs Hinges, handles, 
locks, barrels and rubber gasket replaced Upvc 

windows and doors refurbished
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 The Upvc Repair Company 
Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc 

Upvc door and window repairs 
Hinges, handles, locks, barrels and rubber gasket 

replaced 
Upvc windows and doors refurbished 

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975 
Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 

www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk 
No call out charge 
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Mandy, the latest addition to Steve’s 
flock Riverside path, Stinsford 
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Church Contacts
THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages

Rector   	 The Reverend Leila Mather             	 263761

Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages

Hon. Associate Minister      The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis         	 262940

Associate Minister 	 The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart 	 852130

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER

Churchwarden 	 Andrew Morgan           	 259664

PCC Secretary 	 Jean Garrard                       	 259083

PCC Treasurer 	 Andrew Jones           	 264316

ST MICHAEL’S, STINSFORD

Churchwardens 	 Shirley Churchill           	 260159

	 Sally Warburton                        	 07587177735

PCC Treasurer 	 Michael A Clarke           	 267611

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and 
St Michael’s Stinsford, Jean Gerrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com
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                   The fete Committee Wish to say 

A Huge Thank you 
To everyone for making the Fete so special 

 

For the Church bells that rung so joyously to announce our opening 

For the Dorchester Dancers who danced so beautifully in their bright costumes 

For the Brownies, cubs and guides helping out and putting on such a great parade 

For the Donkeys trotting about over in the orchard 

For Punch & Judy for making us all laugh 

For the 3 Compasses for making us laugh easily & the WI for sobering us up 

For Posh Pigs for feeding us & the WI for rounding off the meals with delicious cakes 

For our marvellous band duo & Michelle’s Pilates group for making us wiggle about 

For the dogs of the village parading with panache  

For our life-guards on the riverbank and our 1st aider keeping us all safe 

For all the stall holders and rotary Volunteers 

For all our sponsors who enabled us to put the fete on 

WE THANK YOU ALL 

  

More pictures available on the Charminster Village Facebook page 
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GUIDE DOGS CHARITY TEA PARTY
Tuesday July 23rd at Hill Barn Farm (just beyond Wolfedale Golf Course). 

SELWOOD HOUSE CARE HOME LAUNCHES 
‘FORGET ME NOT DEMENTIA CAFÉ’

10th June 2024; Selwood House Care Home, 
near Dorchester, has officially declared its Forget 
Me Not Dementia Café open this week. The 
ribbon was cut by Jim Marshall who represented 
the Alzheimer’s Society. 
The monthly Forget Me Not Café hosted at 
Selwood House Care Home has been designated 
as the primary approved support hub for 
Dementia and Alzheimer’s for the Dorchester 
area. It will provide support for individuals living 
with dementia and their caregivers. The Forget 
Me Not Café will operate on the first Wednesday 
of each month from 10 am to 12 pm, providing 
a dedicated space for community members to 
gather, share experiences, and access resources. 
Kate Andrew, Customer Relations Manager at 
Selwood House commented.
“The launch of our Dementia Café marks an 
important step towards enhancing community 
support here in Charlton Down. The ‘Forget Me 
Not Café’ is open to all, providing a friendly and 
supportive environment where visitors can enjoy 
refreshments and participate in activities tailored 
to their needs.” 

The café’s first session was attended by 
members of the local community and was 
dedicated to welcoming guests and establishing 
a community feel with a selection of freshly 
made cakes and beverages. Future sessions will 
feature educational talks and dementia-friendly 
activities, such as music therapy sessions.  
Becky Green, Home Manager, also commented.
“We’re grateful for the support from Alzheimer’s 
Society representatives, Mel Matthews and Jim 
Matthews, who will regularly attend the café to 
offer guidance and assistance.”

Gorgeous Guide Dogs and puppies-in-training are 
coming to Charminster on Tuesday July 23rd from 2 
- 5pm to host a paw-some, full-works, afternoon tea 
at Hill Barn Farm near Wolfedale Golf Course. Watch 
training demos, hear heartwarming stories and stroll 

round an artist’s sculpture garden. Tables of eight and 
individual tickets, from £15. All profits to Guide Dogs 

www.guidedogsteaparty.eventbrite.co.uk 
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 WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES 
Providing a caring service since 1878 

Pauline Guy  Dip FD MBIFD 
Funeral Director, Dorchester 

Allan Quartermaine  Dip FD LMBIFD 
Funeral Director, Weymouth 

11a Icen Way, Dorchester  DT1 1EW                          01305 250425 
enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk 
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Andrew Darby 
Building Services Ltd 

All types of building work undertaken: 

Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms 

01305 757162         07974 260938 

Email:  adbsltd@gmail.com 

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD 

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and wood-
en decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, drain-

age and site clearance. 

Contact  Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603 
burtonlandscape@hotmail.com www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk 
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Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining, coving and cornice works, painting 

and decorating services. 

Committed to a high quality finish and complete customer satisfaction. 
17 years experience, offering plastering and decorating services to customers 

across Dorset and surrounding areas. 

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or email  
oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk 
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WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES 
Providing a caring service since 1878

Pauline Guy  Dip FD MBIFD
Funeral Director, Dorchester

Allan Quartermaine  Dip FD LMBIFD
Funeral Director, Weymouth

11a Icen Way, Dorchester  DT1 1EW                          01305 250425
enquiries@woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

Stag Fencing Landscapes & Decking
“Your local fencing experts for over 30 years”

We specialise in

✓ All aspects of fencing	 ✓ Sheds
✓ Decking	 ✓ Landscapes
✓ Driveways	 ✓ Gates

and much more!

Call now for your free estimate or email us

01305 259021   stagfencing95@gmail.com
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ADVERTISING IN THE PILOT
Our loyal advertisers provide the largest portion of our income, without 
which we would not be able to distribute The Pilot to 1650 households in 
Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford free of charge each month.

Most adverts are placed for a year, running from the January edition, there-
fore we sell most of our advertising space in the second half of November so 
they are in place for the New Year.

In this time of rising prices, our print costs have increased by 14%, but we 
have only raised our 2023 advertising charges by 5%. Our rates are:

Size Dimensions Rate
Whole page 125mm x 190mm £525
Three quarters page 125mm x 142mm £393
Two thirds page 125mm x 126mm £350
Half Page 125mm x 95mm £263
Third Page 125mm x 63mm £175
Quarter Page 125 mm x 46mm £131
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Selling a car, but can’t face the … 

 … hassle? 

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, family-run business based in Milborne St 
Andrew. 
If you  have a car, motorbike, van or camper to sell, we will happily come to you and 
pay cash.  Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us first—we can usually offer 
more. 

Buying?  Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see ‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho-
tos of our current stock.  All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome. 

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm) 32 
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but can’t face the …
      … hassle?

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly, 
family-run business based in 

Milborne St Andrew.
If you have a car, motorbike, van or camper to 
sell, we will happily come to you and pay cash. 
Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us 

first—we can usually offer more.

Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see 
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part exchanges welcome.

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 
07782 189555 
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T H E
F E N C I N G  &  G A T E

C O M P A N Y
Domestic fencing specialist
Over 30 years’ experience

Free Survey and Quotation
10 year guarantee

No VAT

0 1 3 0 5  3 3 0  0 3 1
0 1 9 3 5  3 3 0  0 9 5
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tos of our current stock.  All vehicles are warranted and part exchanges welcome. 

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or 07782 189555 (Mon to Sun 8am-8pm) 
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10 year guarantee

No VAT

0 1 3 0 5  3 3 0  0 3 1
0 1 9 3 5  3 3 0  0 9 5

20

20
20

20

20

2022



NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH
Don’t forget the Encore Singers concert in St Mary’s on Saturday 13th July.
This a free event open to all so why not come along, relax and enjoy music 

for a Summer’s Evening

  
      MUSICAL DIRECTOR – JAMES CRAWSHAW 

             ACCOMPANIST – ALISTAIR DEAN 

  PRESENT 

A SUMMER CONCERT  
in ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHARMINSTER 

DT2 9RD 

SSaattuurrddaayy  1133tthh  JJUULLYY  22002244  

AATT  77..3300  PPMM  

FFRREEEE  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN  WWIITTHH  RREETTIIRRIINNGG  
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  

IInntteerrvvaall  RReeffrreesshhmmeennttss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

  PPrroocceeeeddss  ttoowwaarrddss  CChhuurrcchh  ffuunnddss  

  
      MUSICAL DIRECTOR – JAMES CRAWSHAW 

             ACCOMPANIST – ALISTAIR DEAN 

  PRESENT 

A SUMMER CONCERT  
in ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHARMINSTER 

DT2 9RD 

SSaattuurrddaayy  1133tthh  JJUULLYY  22002244  

AATT  77..3300  PPMM  

FFRREEEE  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONN  WWIITTHH  RREETTIIRRIINNGG  
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  

IInntteerrvvaall  RReeffrreesshhmmeennttss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

  PPrroocceeeeddss  ttoowwaarrddss  CChhuurrcchh  ffuunnddss  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         BBQ  
                                         BAR 
                                  Local band 
                             Community choir 
                     Cookery demonstration @11:00 by 

                Jamie Jones from Yalbury Cottage Hotel 

                              Morris dancing 

                                       Plants 
                           Home grown produce 
                                  Classic cars 
                                   Bric-a-brac 
                              Dog show @1pm 
 
 
            And much more!!! Everyone Welcome !! 

Stinsford Village Fete 
Saturday 28th September 2024 

11 am to 3 pm 

At The Old Vicarage and 
Stinsford Church DT2 8XW 
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CHARLTON DOWN CRICKET CLUB
Writing this at the start of June, it feels like the 
season is starting to take shape for Charlton 
Down’s cricketers. After a soggy start we’ve 
now had a fair bit of cricket and the fortunes 
of our various teams are starting to unfold. 
Things look a bit different to recent years too. 
Our Saturday 1s, who usually win everything 
in May and not much thereafter have had to 
wait until 1st June to register their first win 
of the season and currently lurk near the 
bottom of Division 2 in the Dorset Cricket 
League. The Evening 1s who found wins 
very hard to come by last year have currently 
won 3 of their 4 games and sit pretty at the 
top of Division 1 in the Evening League. The 
Saturday 2s have had one win from four, but 
lost two very close games that could have 
gone either way. Special mentions for two 
of our youngsters. Ernie Darcy became the 
club’s youngest ever player to take 5 wickets 
in a match and Danny Stephens whose 
excellent wicket keeping and batting in the 
2nds have earnt him a (hopefully regular) spot 
in the 1sts. The Evening 2s have two wins 
from six, but that is enough for a respectable 
3rd place in Division 3 of the Evening League. 
Much of the youth cricket has fallen foul of 
the weather so I’ll provide a full report next 
time round.

Two club players have recently got married 
(controversially inside the cricket season) and 
this has led to a couple of mad, after-match 
dashes to get to the wedding reception. Many 
thanks to Yvette Roles for driving the minibus 
to Surrey and for Sherborne 2s and Dorchester 
3s for agreeing to an early start time. Massive 
congratulations to Matt & Robin Stevens 
and Jack & Beth James – now you can start 
concentrating on the cricket again!

Socially, we’ll be screening all the big games 
as the Euros football comes to its conclusion 
in mid-July. More excitingly, Gin Night makes 
its return on Friday 12th July with Social Sec 
Rachel sharing some of her favourite finds 
since the last time. As well as our regular 
Thursday coffee mornings, on Saturday 6th 
July there will be coffee and cake available 
at the club from 10.30 to 12.30. Many thanks 
to Christine Tucker and the Charlton Down 
Coffee Club for organising this fundraiser for 
the club. Quiz Night and the monthly draw 
will be on Friday 26th July, amid worrying 
rumours that quizmaster SiD is unavailable 
and therefore the job will fall upon his 
reluctant deputy (me). Details of all upcoming 
events will be put out on our Socials and 
notice boards.
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Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining, coving and cornice works, painting 

and decorating services. 

Committed to a high quality finish and complete customer satisfaction. 
17 years experience, offering plastering and decorating services to customers 

across Dorset and surrounding areas. 

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or email  
oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk 
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Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining, coving and cornice works, painting 

and decorating services. 

Committed to a high quality finish and complete customer satisfaction. 
17 years experience, offering plastering and decorating services to customers 

across Dorset and surrounding areas. 

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or email  
oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk 

Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining, 
coving and cornice works, painting and 

decorating services.
 

Committed to a high quality finish and 
complete customer satisfaction. 

17 years experience, offering plastering and 
decorating services to customers across 

Dorset and surrounding areas. 

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or 
email oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk
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WENDY SOUTHAM  
LWCMD, ALWCMD  

Singing, Flute and Piano  teacher  
20+ years experience  

Help with aural and theory also available  
 
11 Cedar Road 07811 417820 
Charlton Down  01305 266283 wendysoutham@btinternet.com 
 

 

 With Karen Wyatt�Bain            dorchpaws@icloud.com 

From £11 per dog per hour 
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Funeral Directors:

• Pauline Guy

 

Dip FD MBIFD    

• Becci Wiles

11A Icen Way, Dorchester, 
Dorset  DT1 1EW

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

01305 250425

serving the community since 1878

WOODS FUNERAL 
SERVICES

 
 

We have been serving the local community in Dorchester 
and surrounding areas for more than 130 years.
We offer a comprehensive range of services from 
practical assistance in arranging a funeral through 
to sympathetic advice and expert support. 

Woods Funeral Services is part of 
Tapper Funeral Service.

Call Darrell Hounsome or 
Lee Thompson for 

jargon free, patient, friendly 
computer help for 

home and business users.

Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us. 
We offer a complete service and will guide you through the whole 
process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your 
documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the 
benefit of our combined 37 years experience gained whilst 
working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.

Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk
Website: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk

PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVENUE EAST, POUNDBURY, 
DORCHESTER, DORSET DT1 3WE

The incredibly friendly 
computer people

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668
Repairs l Servicing l New PCs & Laptops 

Training l Virus Removal
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LWCMD, ALWCMD 

Singing, Flute and Piano  teacher 
20+ years experience 

Help with aural and theory also available 

11 Cedar Road 07811 417820

Charlton Down 01305 266283

 Bain           dorchpaws@icloud.com

From £15 per walk
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DORCH PAWS
DOG WALKING SERVICE

07545 143293
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Andrew Darby 
Building Services Ltd 

All types of building work undertaken: 

Extensions, structural alterations, kitchen, bathrooms 

01305 757162         07974 260938 

Email:  adbsltd@gmail.com 

BURTON LANDSCAPES LTD 

An established professional team of landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including fencing, pergolas, artificial and wood-
en decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, paving, steps, groundworks, drain-

age and site clearance. 

Contact  Mike on 07717 685951 / 01305 854603 
burtonlandscape@hotmail.com www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk 
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BURTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD
An established professional team of 

landscapers undertaking all aspects of 
landscaping and maintenance including 
fencing, pergolas, artificial and wooden 
decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling, 
paving, steps, groundworks, drainage 

and site clearance.

Contact Mike on 
07717 685951
01305 854603

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com
www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk
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Ever had to launch an emergency duckling 
rescue mission?  

It’s a yearly occurrence for us since our 2020 move 
to a new home with a big rural pond on the edge of 
Charminster. This year we were delighted one April 
morning to see Mummy Mallard proudly quacking 
round 15 ducklings. ‘Better watch out for the 
heron’, I said looking from the bedroom window.  
‘Oh no, it’s stalking already’. 

So the first duckling safeguarding patrol was in 
nightie and wellies, later with my big orange coat 
on, warding off a very persistent and bold heron, 
and even a hunting buzzard perched repeatedly in 
a tree overhanging the water.  Sadly something did 
dine on one of the newly hatched, leaving a rather 
sad pile of tiny feathers.  
But next morning she still had 14 fluff balls .. for 
about an hour and then when we checked, to our 
horror, she was down to just two.  

‘You don’t think she’s led them across the cattle 
grid again do you’, said wise hubby.  This cattle 
grid at our gateway in arable fields, miles from any 
cattle, is supposed to keep the deer out of the 
garden and away from our roses.  This cattle grid 
which, our nature-cam and missing rosebuds show, 
the deer either leap over in one bound or pick their 
way round deftly.  One day we’ll work out a better 
deer exclusion system.

Meanwhile ducklings beware.  Sure enough, there 
was a cacophonous cheeping from beneath the 
bars, which are spaced too narrowly for a hand to 
descend.  Despite their inexperience of life and their 

tender age, to a 
duckling they fell 
silent when our 
shadows loomed 
over them.  But 
we could detect 
their moving 
position by their 
scurrying as one, 
from one end of 
their concrete cell 
to the other.  

It’s a fishing net operation - one big one carefully 
threaded through the bars and another small beach 
fishing net to guide them into the larger one.  Then 
a careful and gentle ascension through the bars, 
into a bucket and back to Mum who’s murmuring 
quack makes them fair fly over the surface of the 
water to her outstretched wings, cheeping their 
heads off.  

The last netful yielded 5 bright eyed babies, 
numbers 8-12, job done.  But one was a fighter and 
struggled out of my hand between net and bucket, 
and into the crook of my elbow.  No matter: Hubby 
to the rescue, except this little fighter put up 
another wriggling objection and between us we 
lost hold and it fell down, between the bars and 
into the gloom again.  

It’s one thing getting a bunch of ducklings who 
want to huddle together into a net, and quite 
another thing to persuade one alone that capture 
is in its best interest.  It took so long that we began, 
I’m ashamed to say, to wonder if this was a task too 
impossible to fulfil and whether having rescued 11 
of the 12 that had been lost we’d done our bit.  But 
thankfully before we left it to its doom, by some 
small miracle it accidentally scrambled into the net 
and on its journey back to mum.  Oh happy day; we 
called it ‘the duckling of great price’. 

The next task for us each year is to lay a huge dust 
sheet over the cattle grid and weight it down.  
Mummy Mallard only stays with us for about 48 
hours.  There must be nourishment down on the 
chalk stream that we can’t provide.  She only has to 
cross the Old Sherborne Road :-\ 
No wonder she 
has to hatch 15 to 
start with.  
There’s another 
female on the 
pond already 
and about five 
desperate drakes 
harassing her so 
the dust sheet is 
still at the ready 
for the first sign of 
more ducklings.

DUCKLING RESCUE
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Our ‘Spectacular’ family fun day is returning once 
again for a day filled with fun and excitement! Each 
year we raise the stakes to create an even bigger, 
more elaborate, fun day than ever before, and this 
year is set to be our most fantastic yet!

We will have live music from the amazing Koast, setting 
us a wonderful atmosphere throughout the whole 
day, along with some exciting dance shows from ‘Twirl 
Academy’ and ‘The Dance studio’ we also have an 
exciting appearance from the 
one and only ‘Strawberry jam’ 
who never fails to entertain 
the children and get them 
laughing!

Our Fabulous Forest school 
area will also be open, where 
children (and adults) can toast 
marshmallows on the open 
fire, make clay models and 
decorate their own pebbles 
to take home as a reminder of 
your amazing day.

We will have a fire engine, 
digger, tractor and an amazing 
sports car arriving on the day, 
all making for wonderful photo 
opportunities with family and 
friends.

For the fearless amongst 
you, why not visit our animal 
area, supplied by ‘The Ranch, 
Weymouth’ They will have 
Burmese pythons, corn snakes. Sand boa. Blue 
tongued skink. Bearded dragon, iguanas, tortoise, 
along with goats, who can all be fed and stroked.

Geared towards the adventurous, and to tire the 
children out, we have bungee trampolines, inflatable 
slide and bouncy castle.

If all that wasn’t enough, we have a great variation of 
stalls joining us on the day, from crafts, photography, 
wildlife, games, etc.

If after all the excitement you need to take the weight 
off your feet, then join us in the bar area, where you 
will find an abundance of hay-bales to relax on., whilst 
you can enjoy the many refreshments, food and ice 
cream we have on offer and listen to the live music.

You will also have the 
opportunity to purchase raffle 
tickets on the day and be in 
witha chance of winning A £50 
Hall and woodhouse voucher, 

£50 Amazon voucher,

Family tickets to Lulworth 
castle, nothe fort, farmer 
palmers and abbotsbury 
swannery, 

3 months gym membership to 
anytime fitness

Fully installed home intruder 
alarm,

Swim vouchers for freshwater,

£200 Brittany ferries voucher, 

Flip out vouchers,

Family travel voucher on 
swanage railway, 

The Dorset Golf and Country 
club voucher, plus many, many more prizes.

We know that you will most certainly have a fantastic 
day out, making memories that will last you a lifetime.

So…join us on Sunday 14th July 12pm to 5pm free 
entry for all, to help us make the day a ‘spectacular 
success!’

34

PPeett  ooff  tthhee  MMoonntthh  ......  
These sheep are called 
Valais Blackface. They 
are a niche Swiss breed 
known as really friendly 
characters with teddy 
bear looks! 
Our two are both boys 
and are fancy lawn 
mowers. One is Jasper 
and the other is Jerome 
and both are under a 
year old. Their proper 

names are huge long names! 
 
They always look 
funny when they are 
shorn...which 
usually happens 
twice a year! 
 
 
 
Mark and Ruth 
Simons 

Tiggy has lots of friends on his daily walks 
in charminster, is constantly on squirrel 
patrol and generally loves life, as this 
picture illustrates! 

He’s going to be 3 years old in July.
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VILLAGE’S DIRECTORY
DORSET COUNCILLOR

Cllr David Taylor 07905 352710  cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM
All villages are covered by Neighbourhood Police Teams (NPT). We’re looked after by Support 

officer (PSCO 5410) Sarah Pilcher. If you want to contact one of the team for any reason then go 
online to Dorset Police website at dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.police.uk and follow ‘Do It Online’ 

to access a range of services. Or there’s always 101 or 999 or via Do It Online / Dorset Police

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS
Parish Council		  Chairman: Mark Simons	 260055
		  Vice chair: Carol Matthews	 751535
		  Parish Clerk: Michele Harding	 07946 489 488

Flood Warden		  Tim Yarker	 265942

St Mary’s School		  Headteacher: Mick Homer	 263880
		  Caretaker: Belinda Bessant	 266598

Pre-School		  Vanessa Thomas	 251512

Village Hall		  Bookings: Julie Seeney 
		  enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 	 07918 595456

WI  		  Mary Hayes	 251503

Bell Ringers		  Captain: Chris White  	 07783 555 199

Girl Guides 		  Alison Barlow	 07483 429 596

Brownies   		  Alison Barlow	 07483 429 596

Scouts, Cubs, Beavers	 Ruth Young	 268208

Scottish Country Dancing	 Val Scriven	 265177

Charminsters Stores	 Louise Christopher	 264312
& Post Office

Art Group		  DudleyKemp	 757151

Community Hall		  communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07947 622 326

CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS
Village Hall		  bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info

Jellytots		  Emma	 07791 204323 

Flood Warden		  Carol Matthews	 751535 

Charlton Down Cricket	 Peter (Tommy) Tucker	 07810 275 847 
		  youth/senior
		  James Pretty: booking / hire	 07810 275 847

STINSFORD CONTACTS
Stinsford Parish Council	 Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler	 268818
		  stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com

THE PILOT CONTACTS
Editors - editor@charpilot.com      Advertising - advertising@charpilot.com
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SouthWard (Charminster Village) 
Keith Beeson	 264032
Peter Dangerfield	 260543
Ollie Greenaway	 TBC
Julie Jackson	 07714 433174
Alan Rolls	 267863
Mark Simons (Chair)	 260055
Tim Yarker	 265942

NorthWard (Charlton Down & Forston)
Susan Frazer	 269255
Andrew Harris	 TBC
Carol Matthews (Vice Chair)	 751535
Peter Mauger	 TBC
Tony Murrell	 TBC

Contact: Parish Clerk (Michele Harding) 
c/o Community Hall, Weir View, 

Charminster, DT2 9QY 
07946 489 488 or 

email clerk@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk

For Community Hall Enquiries please 
call 07947 622 326 or email 

communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk

Please see our website or contact the clerk 
for details of any forthcoming meetings. www.

charminster.info

Charminster Parish Council

CHARMINSTER PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
New Parish Councillors
Following the Parish Council elections held on 2 May, there remained three vacancies 
for North Ward (Charlton Down & Forston).

The vacancies were advertised and five candidates came forward.  At the council 
meeting on 4 June following three rounds of voting, Andrew Harris, Peter Mauger 
and Tony Murrell, all residents of Charlton Down, were successfully co-opted and have 
joined the Council.

Charminster Community Hall
The Hall is owned and managed by the Parish Council it is operated for the benefit 
of all residents of the Parish.  Situated on Weir View, it offers a large space for events, 
parties, wedding receptions and sports with large and small meeting rooms.

There is a fully-equipped kitchen, free Wi-Fi, ample parking on ground level offering 
good accessibility and audio and visual equipment available to hire at nominal cost in 
the large meeting room and main hall.

The hall is available to residents and non-residents of the parish for regular and one-
off events.  Hire charges are modest and all residents of Charminster Parish benefit 
from a 50% discount from listed prices (for parties or not for profit events).

For more information on the venue, or to book please see this link to our new booking 
system https://venuehire.scribeaccounts.com/Charminster-Parish-Council

To make an enquiry please email communityhall@charminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 
or call/text 07947 622326.

There is also a Facebook page: www.facebook.com/charminstercommunityhall/ with 
more information and photographs with details of classes and events that you might 
like to join.

The Community Hall has capacity for more events and the Parish Council hopes you 
will make the most of this excellent community facility.


