


DEAR COMMUNITY,

Our job as editors is made so much easier when you send us lots of interesting

articles to include and that has certainly been the case this month. Thank you.

This edition of The Pilot is filled with events to attend including The Occasional

Singers, Wessex Musical Theatre Show Sister Act, Band nights and more.

There is also details about our favourite annual event, The Charminster Village Fete.

Do look out for important information on ‘Norchester’ and the proposed merger
between Weymouth College and Kingston Maurward too! We feel incredibly grateful
that there are such community-minded people in our locality who care about the

future of our villages.

Mel and Claire

Date for submissions for our June edition - 6th May 2024
Editor@charpilot.com

Coffeenotes luxury
sustainable stationery
made in Dorchester from
recycled coffee cups,

and recycled waste from
food, drink and textile
manufacturing. Award
winning, carbon neutral
Notebooks, Planners,
Notepads, and Note cards
at Coffeenotes.shop.

Coﬂee
notes

{re}writing our planet’s future



STINSFORD NEWS

Early April has brought us mixed blessings
with another wet spell. Of March one has read
we experienced half a year’s rain in three months.
The newborn lambs have had a tough time, for
those born in late 2023 seen at Bhompston around
Christmastime and the early Spring lambs of 2024
around the Kingston Maurward pastures. But the
grass is growing, and the ground prepared for the
2024 crops. The Frome River continues to rise,
overflow, and fall. The land disappearing under
water and reappearing after a day or so. We do
not need the services of the “drowners” these
days, whose job some time ago was to flood the
meadows, just look to mother nature for early
grass. The seasonal growth has been relatively
true to form, the Horse Chestnuts in the Park are
already in leaf and the Sycamores ready to burst.

Easter in the church saw some great floral displays
and services led by Rob Van Der Hart. Both the
Saturday evening “Service of Light” celebration
with our Rector, Leila leading the singing and the
torchlight procession “bringing the light of Christ”
from beyond the church bounds into our darkened
church. Easter Sunday service was followed by the
annual egg hunt, with delightful young and older
children in the congregation. The church abounded
with flowers and the Easter Garden a triumph with
more white rabbits than you get out of the average
hat!

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting takes
place in a few days’ time and Derek Pride,
both a member of the PCC and stalwart for
maintaining the Cecil Hanbury Memorial Garden
Cemetery, as his father did, is stepping down.
So may we urge anybody willing to help please
come forward. Derek’s work can be seen with the
array of primroses and other wild flowers currently
out in abundance and certainly contributed to our

Bronze Award, and importantly he has kept the
grass cut. The first of the Ash trees has been taken
down due to Ash Dieback. Originating in Asia this
fungus lands on the leaves, drawing itself into
the tree. First the leaf and new growth dies and
then it continues to a point when the trees water
transport system is blocked, resulting in the death
of the tree. There are said to be over two billion
Ash trees in this country, and one cannot imagine
a summer without enjoying them. What will the
likes of car makers Morgan do for the chassis or the
cricket bat industry, for a wood of a sound straight
grain. Always remembering on a cold night the
Ash burns well whether seasoned or not and has a
comparable heat output as that of Oak and Beech.

The Salisbury Diocese is currently putting
together an application to the Heritage
Fund under the direction of Anna Hardy
drawing together a group of churches with Hardy
associations of which Stinsford, St Michael is a
lead. Because of Hardy's role as an architect he
was involved in the many changes taking place to
church buildings in the 19th & 20th Centuries within
and around the Diocese. Grants, if successful, will
be available, and we are charged with thinking how
we would best spend anything between £5/10K on
a project that would maximize visitor interest.

We are shortly to receive our cashless device
so that both visitors and parishioners can make
donations or pay for goods by means of a card.
Something we have had to consider post-pandemic
when there were little or no cash transactions.

The proposed merger of Kingston Maurward
and Weymouth College document is out for
consultation and careful reading.

Michael Clarke
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A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT PART 2

The Lower Bockhampton - Stinsford riverside path referred to in the last edition of The Pilot is not only
impassible at Stinsford Bridge, it also regularly floods at its Lower Bockhampton end.

Poor maintenance of the river banks along this section allows more water to cross the path at more places.
These incursions sweep the path surface into the river, thus lowering the height of the path. This makes it
even easier for the next flood to sweep even more path into the Frome.

Stinsford Parish Council (SPC) has been pressing Dorset Council hard over the last years to fully repair this
section. The cost of repairs will go up every year that the works are left and the path will become ever
more fragile until the river cuts through it completely and the bridle way becomes impassible.



A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT PART 3

In the past, the road between Lower Bockhampton and West Stafford
flooded approximately once every three years. This winter, the road has
flooded five times.

The crucial role played by the water meadows in holding flood water and
releasing it later into the Frome has been tested to capacity and beyond.
This new pattern is directly in line with the science on Climate Change,
only the speed of change has been underpredicted.

SPC has invited the Environment Agency to speak on water meadow
management, particularly in reference to the proposed building of 3,500
houses north of Dorchester (date to be confirmed).

SPC will be calling on local parish councils along the Frome Valley to
join together to monitor these changes and highlight key areas of river
management. It will also be asking that the new Local Plan and relevant
Neighbourhood Plans have stronger and more coordinated sections on
the water meadows, protecting them from development and reinforcing their central role in preventing
so many Dorset communities from flooding.
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LOWER BOCKHAMPTON
PLAYGROUND CONSULTATION

The playground in Lower Bockhampton is owned
by ‘Fields in Trust’ (formerly The Playing Fields
Association) and is held in Trust by them for the
community.

Stinsford Parish Council (SPC) acts as ‘Managing’
trustee and is responsible for the day-to-day
running of the playground as well as for all costs for
its maintenance and equipment provision.

The equipment is slowly coming to the end of its
natural life and costs SPC approximately £600+ per
annum for routine maintenance. SPC has decided
that this would be a good time to consult the
community on how the playground should be run
in future and help the PC make a long-term plan.
The last full refurbishment of the playground cost
£10,000 fifteen years ago. We were lucky to get
a grant from ‘Awards for All’, part of the National
Lottery. It is highly unlikely that we would get a
repeat grant because of the low usage figures (see
below).

Children’s play equipment is built to a very high
safety specification and any refurbishment plan
would also have to address access issues. The
cost of any refurbishment would fall directly on
Stinsford parish households via the annual precept
(part of the rates). This could be as high as £70 per
household if not more.

Playground use has fallen dramatically in the
last ten years. Some of this is demographic,
with fewer young children in the playground’s
catchment area, some reduction comes from the

opening of Kingston Maurward’s animal park as a

free attraction, some from the continuing access

problems via the Dorchester-Stinsford river path
and, of course, the disruption of play patterns
caused by the restrictions of the Covid epidemic.

Before making any decisions, SPC would like to

hear your views.

Some of the options could include:

1. Keep the playground as it is and replace all
equipment when it reaches the end of its safe
functioning life. This would incur the highest
capital costs and long-term maintenance cost.

2. Make it more of an all-age community
resource by adding a couple of benches and
replacing the football area (the least used part
of the playground) with a wild flower area or
community orchard. This would have slightly
lower capital and maintenance costs.

3. Let it become an open picnic area by keeping
the present table but not replacing any of
the playground equipment when it becomes
obsolete. This would be the cheapest option
and have the lowest maintenance costs.

Let us hear your ideas, either by email to:

stinsfordclerk@gmail.com

or directly with any of your parish councillors.

A new list of councillors will be published after the

May election with full contact details.

And/or come to the Parish Council meeting when

this item is on the agenda (July — date to be

confirmed).

George Armstrong SPC Chair
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THE THREE COMPASSES

A friendly welcome at THE THREE COMPASSES
- A family owned and run FREEHOUSE

REAL PUB - LIVE MUSIC - PUB FOOD
SKITTLES - OPEN JAZZ CLUB
VINTAGE TEAROOM -B & B

www.thethreecompassescharminster.co.uk

SKITTLE ALLEY AND TEA ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATION
CONTACT ROB & TINA DIXON
01305 - 263618

9 The Square, Charminster, Dorchester DT2 9QT
thethreecompassescharminster@gmail.com
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THE FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE

“Ensuring customers have an honest appraisal in any situation with their best interests at heart"

*« MOT Centre » Welding J
+ Servicing & Repairs » Air Conditioning .
+ Diagnostics « Wax ' T) \

- Brakes « Clutches Ny

» Tyres & Wheel Alignment  « Timing Belts SN S~ b \
P v
All Makes & Models, New & Old Cars, 4x4’s, //////
Classics, Motorhomes & Light commercial S
. a4
« =\

MOT Online Booking System

@ www.charminstergarage.co.uk FREE Courtesy Cars &

Collection Services Available

Unit 1 Charminster Farm Ind. Est., Wanchard Lane, Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9RP

Parrott Locks
LOCKSMITH

UPVC & Wooden Door Lock Specialist

Safes Opened, Serviced or Supplied

Vehicle Opening & Vehicle Keys/Remotes

Key Safes, Codelocks, Additional Gate & Garage Security

07709 545701

paul@parrottlocks.co.uk www.parrottlocks.co.uk

Proud members of

\‘/ Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters




Year round fam:ly space...

Add a solid roof to your new or existing conservatory and create extra, all year round living
space, and don't forget our 15 year guarantee on all installations.

Please call West Country Windows for a free no obligation quotation

E WestCountry

Windows

Made in the West Country

www.westcountrywindows.com T:0800378 371

HERRISON HALL

CHARLTON DOWN VILLAGE HALL C

CHARITY NO; 1079442

Your Community Centre for I

Anniversaries, Celebrations, Classes,

Club Meetings, Concerts, Conferences, CharminSter Vlllage Ha”

Dancing, Exercise, Parties, Receptions, Bookings being taken now for children’s parties

Seminars, Tuition, Weddings, WI, etc and other family occasions in our main hall.

New lounge available for smaller groups, book
Email: bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info clubs etc.

www.charltondownvillagehall.info Well-equipped kitchen with crockery and glasses.

Competitive rates — Discounts for Charminster
residents.

Contact: enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk
Or call: 07918 595456

Website: www. charminstervillagehall.co.uk




Susannah DuValle sac pDip RFHP

elite: ..

practitioner

Dorset

Do you suffer
discomfort from:

Nail Cutting

(including diabelic feet)
Corns

Callus

Athletes Foot
Ingrowing Toe Nails
Thickened Nails
Fungal Nails
Cracked Heels
Hard Skin Removal
Verruca

Book your home
appointment
TODAY!

07795 977648 4=

A/
Susannah elitefootcare.co.uk "mmo‘




PROBUS CLUB OF DORCHESTER

The Probus meeting in March was the Annual General Meeting
where the last years events were reviewed and the President, Vice
President and Committee for the next year were elected by the
members. The retiring President Robert Potter said it had been a
really good year with each of the social events well supported and
the membership had been stable throughout. The President went
on to thank the Committee for all of their work and to welcome Paul

Gowler taking over as President for the next year. The Secretary led a vote of thanks for the
Retiring President who, he said, had worked diligently throughout the year for the Club.

For the next year the Club has some interesting speakers lined g pme—
up including a talk by a member on his life as a Detective
and an illustrated talk from an outside speaker about his
involvement as a Volunteer and Torchbearer at the 2012
Olympics and Paralympics in both Dorset & London.

Probus Club of Dorchester is part of the international Probus
Organisation and is a group of retired or semi-retired men
who meet on the second Thursday of each month for lunch
at the Gamekeeper in Charminster. At many of the meetings
we have guest speakers and a wide range of topics are
covered. We are keen to welcome new members and if you
are interested in coming along please in the first instance
contact either Bill Lowes at williamlowes167@btinternet.com
or Chris Hutton-Penman at chris@ossl.biz or on 01305753611

THIEST IR EECOMPASSES

BAND NIGHTS

MAY MUSIC

SAT 4th 6pm - CHRIS DAVIES WED 15th 8pm - JAZZ JAM
8pm - LONGSTAY from Scotland ~ SAT 18th 7pm - THAT CHRIS PAYN!!
SUN 5th 4pm - FREYA & THE PHANTOM  SUN 18th 4pm - FIRSTY THIRSTY FERRETS

THURS 9th 7pm - OPEN MIC Si Genaro SAT 25th 7pm - BLUE COLLAR
SAT 11th 7pm - VANILLA RADIO (Harry from The Few!!)
SUN 12th 4pm - MARKY DAWSON TRIO SUN 26th 5pm - ALL FUNKED UP
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Trefoil Guild

DORCHESTER TREFOIL

Our photograph this month shows the —- =Tal
Hardy Perennials making Easter Eggs under __,..

the guidance of Charminster Brownie and
Guide leader, Alison Barlow at Wolfedale
Gold Club.

We had a lovely, messy in my case, time |
and the eggs are delicious. Most were
beautifully decorated.

Our next meeting will be playing skittles
at the Colliton Club, and then we have our
quiz for Foxie's Future (a charitable trust
set up to buy Foxlease in the New Forest
so that it can continue to be run as an activity centre for young people). The quiz is on 21st
May in Charminster Community Hall and teams of up to 6 people are welcome. £7.50 per
person including supper. Contact Judy Thompson (below).

A speaker from Julia’s House is coming to our afternoon guild meeting in April and Steve
Belasco, talking and showing his marine photographs of the Jurassic Coast is our May
speaker.

Many thanks for the recent wool donations — they are always needed.

Trefoil is for anyone over the age of 18 who supports Guiding, Scouting and the community.
If you'd like more information about our afternoon or evening groups please contact me —
my e-mail is:- jct19336@gmail.com.

Judy Thompson

THE OCCASIONAL SINGERS 30TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

Sunday 19 May at 4.00pm
St Mary's Church, Edward Road, Dorchester DT1 2HL

You are warmly invited to join The Occasional Singers for their 30th Anniversary Afternoon
Concert to be held on Sunday 19 May at 4.00 at St Mary’s Church in Dorchester. The
programme will be a selection of short part songs dating from 1603 through to the
romantic settings of Elgar and Holst, and culminating in some beautiful contemporary
pieces. Entrance is FREE. The retiring collection will be in aid of Weldmar Hospicecare.
Everyone is most welcome. Birthday cake will be served!
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Picture Framing

30 Years experience

WE CAN OFFER

reasonable prices

large stock of frame mouldings

wide range of acid free coloured mount card

5 types of glass including water white non reflective and UV protective
needlepoint a speciality

box frames and medals

Quotations given
No obligation

Please telephone us for an appointment

Q00000

or we can arrange a home visit

Roger Clarke-Williams
44 Manor Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 2AX
Telephone: 01305 265137

email: roger.clarke-williams@talktalk.net

A and P Drainage

AandPDrainage@hotmail.co.uk

BLOCKED DRAINS CCTV
DRAINS SURVEYS DRAIN REPAIRS

Tel: 01305 789096 Fax: 01305 788285
Mobile: 07887 572504

24 hour service, No callout fee, 20 years experience

1

law

There when
you

If through no fault of your own, you have suffered accidental injury or medical
malpractice at work, HK Law will help you get the compensation you deserve.

i

Rod

Read Rod Dutton’s article  [E
Dutton i

on compensation for
accidents at work

hklaw.uk

Dorchester T 01305 251007

dorchester@hklaw.uk

€Ly

FOND FAREWELL
VETS

We offer a gentle and dignified home
visit euthanasia service for dogs and
cats in and around Dorset.

If we can help, please contact us on
01300 320 332
07442 27 27 28
info@fondfarewellvets.co.uk

www.fondfarewellvets.co.uk




Choose GreenThumb to
bring your lawn to life,
and you too can enjoy a
wonderful lawn.

With prices starting from only
£15 per treatment, and a lawn
transformed, what are you
waiting for?

Call today:

0800 0111 222

E: dorchester@greenthumb.co.uk

\’)YW\%W\% s to ltge G reenThumb

ears of
Celebrating S0 1o \ife

*Prices based on a lawn size of up to 40m2

A family business providing a Dignified, Professional

and Caring 24 hour service
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

DOWN HOUSE, WIDCOMBE STREET, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER, DT1 3B8S
Tel: 01305 753533 www.dorchesterfunerals.com

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directons
Recormmended by The Good Funeral Guide

12



PUGSLEY REVILL

CHARTERED ACCOUNTAMNTS

Please telephone Nick Gill or Kevin Andrews

Home wvisits to suit.

Sage & QuickBooks support & training
Company formation & secretanal services

» Accounts Preparation » Audit
+ Taxation advice + New business advice
+ VAT Returns + Bookkeeping & Payroll

Email: admin(@pugsleyrevill.co.uk
Tel: 01305 267353
Address: 13 High West Street, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1UW

The Upvc Repair

Company

Broken or misted sealed units replaced into Upvc
Upvc door and window repairs Hinges, handles,
locks, barrels and rubber gasket replaced Upvc

windows and doors refurbished

Mobile: 07415 579988 Tel: 01935 83430 or 01305 559975
Email: info@theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
www.theupvcrepaircompany.co.uk
No call out charge
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A family run garage offering servicing, repairs and MOT s for your car or commercial
wehicle. Our lead technician Gary has been servicing Charminster and the local area for
owver 25 years, now heading his own team of mechanics and qualified MOT testers.

Class 4 MOT's for cars and smaller wans

Class 7 MOT's for commercial wehicles weighing 3,000 to 3,500ke
Servicing, repairs, welding and diagnostic facilities

Seasonal wehicle checks, including underbody rustproofing
Hybrid Electric Vehicles

Supply and fit new tyres, with over 100 in stock

Agents for Terraclean™ DPF Cleaning

Vehicle collection and delivery service.

Courtesy cars available for booking

= WA= | = & FdoiAisdiindcs 1 |

= Bespoke Stainless Steel Exhaust systems, including Longlife™ Exhaust
Systems
#  Tuning & Engine Remapping

REAR OF FILLING STATION, A35 WINTERBOURNE ABBAS,
DORCHESTER, DORSET. DT2 9UJ
wataasltd @gmail.com  winterbourneabbasautos.co.uk

01305 880013




Church Contacts

THE PARISHES OF CHARMINSTER AND STINSFORD

Part of the Benefice of Charminster, Stinsford and the Chalk Stream Villages

Rector The Reverend Leila Mather 263761
Stinsford & Chalk Stream Villages

Hon. Associate Minister  The Reverend Dr Hugh Willis 262940

Associate Minister The Reverend Dr Rob Van der Hart 852130

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARMINSTER

Churchwarden Andrew Morgan 259664
PCC Secretary Jean Garrard 259083
PCC Treasurer Andrew Jones 264316

ST MICHAEL'S, STINSFORD

Churchwardens Shirley Churchill 260159
Sally Warburton 07587177735
PCC Treasurer Michael A Clarke 267611

FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES

Contact the Administrator for the Parish of St Mary’s Charminster and
St Michael’s Stinsford, Jean Gerrard stmaryschurchcharminster@outlook.com

15



May at your Local Church

5TH MAY - EASTER 6

8AM BCP COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER

9.30AM PARISH COMMUNION & APCM - STRATTON
11AM PARISH COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER

11AM BCP COMMUNION - STINSFORD

4PM SOUL FOOD & APCM - BRADFORD PEVERELL
6.30PM EVENSONG - SYDLING ST NICHOLAS

THURSDAY 9TH MAY - ASCENSION DAY
6PM SUNG EUCHARIST - CHARMINSTER

12TH MAY - EASTER 7

8AM BCP COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER

9.30AM HOLY BAPTISM & APCM - CHARMINSTER
9.30AM MORNING PRAYER - SYDLING ST NICHOLAS
11AM MATINS - STINSFORD

11AM HOLY COMMUNION - BRADFORD PEVERELL
6PM BCP EVENSONG - CHARMINSTER

6.30PM EVENING PRAYER - FRAMPTON

19TH MAY - PENTECOST SUNDAY

8AM BCP COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER
9.30AM PARISH COMMUNION - SYDLING ST NICHOLAS
11AM PARISH COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER
11AM PARISH COMUNION - STINSFORD

/’ ”
11AM PRAISE AND WORSHIP - BRADFORD PEVERELL ] l’
6PM EVENING PRAYER - STRATTON

26TH MAY - TRINITY SUNDAY

8.00 AM HC (BCP) - CHARMINSTER

9.30AM HOLY COMMUNION - CHARMINSTER
9.30AM MORNING PRAYER - SYDLING ST NICHOLAS
11AM HOLY COMMUNION & APCM - FRAMPTON
4.00PM MESSY CHURCH

6.00PM BCP EVENSONG -STINSFORD

6.30PM EVENING PRAYER - BRADFORD PEVERELL

16
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FETE

01 JUNE 2024

We are getting ready to welcome you to our afternoon of fun, laughter and activities
in the beautiful grounds of Charminster House, East Hill, Charminster DT2 9QL.

We are deeply indebted to all our sponsors and volunteers who have been working
hard to make this event possible.
Now, we'd like to call on all of our readers to help the stall holders by donating good
quality items to fill their tables.
Please see the table below for items needed and where to drop them off. We thank

you all for helping to make our village fete be as amazing as possible, and we look
forward to seeing you there.

Stall Items Contact

Books good condition for all ages and Susan McCrea 07818 508011
subjects. Montrose House, 1 West Hill

Bric-a Brac Good condition linens, lace, Susan McCrea 07818 508011
kitchenalia, garden tools, Montrose House, 1 West Hill

watering cans, ornaments etc.

Cake stall Cakes accepted from Jenny Mulligan 01305 262304
Friday 31st May or on the day. Bridge Cottage, 1 East Hill
China & Glass All things china & glass in good Susan McCrea 07818 508011
condition. Montrose House, 1 West Hill
Children's Good clean condition soft toys Ali Barlow / Caddy Shack
tombola & games. 01305 260186
Jewellery Al things sparkly. Sue Bailey 07968 380257
Stonehaven House, Mill Lane
Jigsaws Only complete sets please. Church Porch
Plants All plants accepted from Thursday | Jenny Mulligan 01305 262304
30th or ‘bring on the day'. Bridge Cottage, 1 East Hill
Tombola In date bottles of drink, Susan McCrea 07818 508011
food packets/tins, cosmetics, Montrose House, 1 West Hill
unwanted gifts, candles, .
toiletries etc. Tim Doh.erty 07796 695206
9 East Hill
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Information on “Norchester”
Dorchester’s 4,000 house Development.

What do you know?

~Y i

. What w

-

S
L
=
(L
-

What don’t we know?
e don’t know, that we don’t

know...
7 /B

T bggest development in the hiter of Drcheste' .

We know

We think we know

We’re really not sure

Around 4,000 new homes are
proposed, north of Dorchester
between Charminster and
Stinsford.

Potentially around 10,000 new
residents, over 6,000 more cars.

About twice the size of
Poundbury and half again the
existing population of
Dorchester.

Our MP Chris Loder opposes the
development.

A new road (size unspecified)
linking the A35 and A37 from
Stinsford to the B3147 skirting
Charminster and through Lower
Burton, is part of the proposal.

A local plan starting this
September will include
“Norchester”.

The 15 year planis intended to
be ready for adoption from May
2027.

It will make the developers and
landowners a lot of money.

There is no published
agreement on the house prices.
The development is supposed to
supply affordable housing, but a
builder said they will be
‘premium’. Unlikely to be
affordable for locals.

Commercial and retail areas will
be included, but we don’t know
how many, where or what.

How it will affect our services:
policing, medical support, fire,
transport & traffic, costs, school
places.

It may significantly increase
night-time light and noise
pollution across Dorchester and
surrounding villages.

The amount of redirected traffic
and speed limits of the new
road.

Wessex Water have objected to
this since 2021. They don’t
know how much the road and
housing will affect the quality of
our drinking water, how much it
may block surface water
movement - cause flooding,
loss of drainage or pollution.

The information on this page is from various sources; information changes regularly and the publisher and
authors cannot accept liability for currency or accuracy. Background map from Google Maps.

18




Rene P J Foott
Painter and Decorator

Over 40 years’ experience
Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering  Coving  Tiling
Friendly — Local - Reliable
Tel: 01305263154 Mobile 07712577441
Email: rene.foott@btinternet.com

JTM LANDSCAPES

www,jtmlandscapes.co.uk

Garden Landscaping  Stone Walls
Patios & Paths Turf

Decking & Pergolas  Hedge Cuiting
Fencing & Gates Shrub Pruning

James
Mobile 07879 491479

Telephone
Dorchester 757077

%
NATURQ"-\L PAVING
Approve
L

& Installer

WESSEX CARPENTRY
AND BUILDERS LTD

OVER 25 YEARS BUILDING EXPERIENCE

o All aspects of carpentry & building work undertaken
¢ Quality workmanship  Free estimates # Traditional Carpenters & Builders

TEL: 01305 251 255

MOB: 07733 226 547
" ‘ il Street ll:::m.\ -

Established
2003

PORT

DECOR

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Decorating

Contact Gary on 07881493755

Www.portdecor.co.uk Ny
Email: garyroberts64@portdecor.co. i’

Public Liability Insured & member of PDA
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A big thank you to our
advertisers!

Our loyal advertisers provide the
largest part of our income, without
which we would not be able to
print and distribute The Pilot to all
1700 households in the growing
communities of Charminster, Charlton

“Your local fencing experts for over 30 years” Down and Stinsford.

Stag Fencing Landscapes & Decking

We specialise in To our brilliant volunteers!

v All aspects of fencing v Sheds Our editors, management, distributors
v Decking v Landscapes and deliverers are all unpaid volunteers.
v Driveways v Gates

and much more! And to you, our readers.

: . You make it all worthwhile!
Call now for your free estimate or email us

0 I 305 25902 I stagfencing95@gmai|.com Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford Community
Publications Ltd

s FRIENDLY SERVICE

Smart ”"i”ﬂ

FAST SAME DAY SERVICE
EXPERTS IN DIGITAL TV
STANDARD REPAIR CHARGES
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE
FRIENDLY HELPFUL ENGINEERS

SALES AND REPAIRS
TO ALL MAKES OF TV,
AERIALS, SATELLITES

& RECORDERS

L L I

TEL: (01305) 785017
WWW. TOUTSOFWEYMOUTH.CO.UK

General Plumbing
Bathroom |nstallations

0
StU a rt Ke m p g Boller and Full Heating Installations
0

Plumbing & Heating Services Gas Safety Certificates and Servicing

07988 ”1376 m 285958 Free quotations No VAT (for a Imited period only)
www.kempplumbingandheating.co.uk
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GRASSBY FUNERAL SERVICE

Still a family run business,
serving the local community since 1861

8 PRINCES ST, =
DORCHESTER
Tel. 01305 262338
(24 Hour Service)

MEMORIAL MASONS
located at
Grassby Memorials
Dorchester Rd, Grimstone

Golden _#
Charter

\/ www.grassby-funeral.co.uk

GRASSBY MEMORIALS

CRAFTSMEN IN STONE SINCE 1861

MEMORIAL MASONRY
MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS )
COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES ¢/ (=== W
LETTER CARVING DAY
GENERAL MASONRY

Masonry Works & Showroom:-
Dorchester Rd, Grimstone, Dorchester

Tel. 01305 269678

Memorial Showroom also at
9 Princes St, Dorchester

www.grassby-stone.co.uk
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WILL GARDINER
GAS SERVICES LTD
Appliance Servicing

New boilers installed
Powerflushing

31 years experience,
| 7 with British Gas

Telephone 01305 260897
Mobile 07929 071106

WILL GARDINER

LTD

REGISTER

Tree & Garden
Services

A )

® General garden maintenance
@ Hedge & grass cutting
® Power Washing
@ Fully trained & insured
Phone 01305 260759
Mobile 07446971694
Email aidanservices23@gmail.com
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Selling a car, © ©

but can’t face the ...
... hassle?

Halcyon Motors Ltd is a friendly,
family-run business based in
Milborne St Andrew.

If you have a car, motorbike, van or camper to
sell, we will happily come to you and pay cash.

Or, if you are trading in elsewhere, phone us
first—we can usually offer more.

Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk to see
‘warts and all’ descriptions and pho- tos of our
current stock. All vehicles are warranted and
part exchanges welcome.

Don MacLeod 01258 839209 or
07782 189555

(Mon to Sun 8am-8pm)

THE
FENCING & GATE
COMPANY

Domestic fencing specialist
Over 30 years’ experience

Free Survey and Quotation
10 year guarantee

No VAT

01305 330 031
01935 330 095



WESSEX MUSICAL THEATRE BRINGS THE WEST END TO DORSET!

Wessex Musical Theatre is bringing this feel-good, thrilling and rousing musical, made
famous by Whoopi Goldberg, to Dorchester in May, and will be performed at The Thomas
Hardye School theatre.

Featuring music by Oscar winner Alan Menken and songs inspired by Motown, soul
and disco, such as ‘Take me to Heaven’, ‘Sunday Morning Fever’, and ‘Spread the Love
Around’, this heavenly musical is a joyous, uplifting must-see show, which will raise your
spirits and warm your soul!

The show runs from 29th May to 1st June at the Thomas Hardye School Theatre, including
a Saturday matinee. Tickets can be purchased via Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/wessex-musical-theatre-27468123281

Music By: Alan Menken Lyrics By: Glenn Slater
Book By: Cheri Steinkellner & Bill Stelnkellper

Baéed oﬁ the Touchstone Pictures Motion Ricture “Sister Act” written by Jqseph Howard

Thomas Hardye Theétre

o 55 Dorchester s © . < -
29th May«to st June’2024°7: 36pm
© 7/ 8aturday Matinee 2: 30pm - -

Tlckets £16 / £12 (Chlld under 16)

Tickets Available via i3 Scan the QR Code to
Eventbrite e : book your tickets!

Director: Tom Howden Musical Director: Jon May
Choreographer: Shakira Berrisford

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with MTI. All authorised
performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com.
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CHARLTON DOWN CRICKET CLUB

As | write this in early April with the rain pelting
against my window, it feels like cricket is still
a long way away. However, by the time this
reaches your doorstep in early May, the season
will be well under way (and hopefully we'll be
basking in some glorious Spring sunshine). After
some warm-up games in late April, the season
properly gets going in May with the start of the
Saturday and Evening Cricket Leagues. May is
a time for some early season optimism that all
the winter practice and planning will translate
to good results on the pitch. In recent years,
Charlton Down have started the season strongly
and maybe this will be the year we can keep it
going into the second half of the season....

Now the evenings are longer, we have finished
our indoor practice sessions and moved
outside. Charlton Down residents will have
noticed that the club is a hive of activity on
Friday evenings as we fine-tune our cricketing
skills. The sharp-eyed among you might have
spotted our swanky new training kit (pictured)
and we would like to thank Selwood House
Care Home in Charlton

Down for their generous sponsorship. Every
Friday we have youth coaching from 5-6pm for
ages 7-11, 6-7.15pm for ages 12-15 and adult
training from 7.15pm onwards. Of course, being
a Friday, the bar will be open for the usual social
get together. It is an excellent opportunity to
come down and get involved with the club,
whether it be socially or as a player. We have
a wide range of cricket available throughout
the summer, so whatever your age or cricketing
ability, we'll be happy to have you on board! If
you have any queries about adult cricket, please
contact James on 07903 396407 or if you are
interested in youth cricket (any age between 7
and 15) please contact Sid on 07769 620968.

As well as all the practice, we have been hard at
work preparing the ground and clubhouse for
the season ahead. Of course, a lot of this falls
upon groundsman Pally and his team of helpers,
but we try to get everyone to do their bit with a
weekend work party. This year our Get Set
weekend took place over 6 & 7th April with as
many of us as possible descending on the club
to tackle Pally’s two page job list. It may teeter
on the verge of chaos, but it is true what they
say about many hands making light work — even
with all the cups of tea and chatting!

With our focus turning to playing cricket, we are
not planning any special social events in May,
but we will still have our monthly Quiz Night and
prize draw on 31st May. Coffee Mornings will
continue every Thursday 10-12ish and whenever
there is a game on at the ground there is a
good chance the bar will be open too. A list of
upcoming fixtures is on display at the club and
village shop. We'll keep putting out info on our
social media, or you can check out our website
https://charltondown.play-cricket.com/




The incredibly friendly
computer people

JURASSIC

Call Darrell Hounsome or
Lee Thompson for
jargon free, patient, friendly
computer help for
home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs o Servicing ® New PCs & Laptops
Training e Virus Removal

Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us.
We offer a complete service and will guide you through the whole
process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your
documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the
benefit of our combined 37 years experience gained whilst
working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.

Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk
Website: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk
PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVENUE EAST, POUNDBURY,
DORCHESTER, DORSET DT1 3WE

WOODS FUNERAL
SERVICES

. . . Y alode
Y /[/ Z/ /1 & COMMUNL Z/ Y SUILCE / LS 768
(g <

We have been serving the local community in Dorchester
and surrounding areas for more than 130 years.

We offer a comprehensive range of services from
practical assistance in arranging a funeral through
to sympathetic advice and expert support.

Funeral Directors:

- Pauline Guy pip FD MBIFD

- Becci Wiles

11A Icen Way, Dorchester,
Dorset DT1 TEW

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk

01305 250425

Woods Funeral Services is part of
Tapper Funeral Service.

&
o el

Internal plastering, rendering, dry lining,
coving and cornice works, painting and
decorating services.

Committed to a high quality finish and
complete customer satisfaction.

17 years experience, offering plastering and
decorating services to customers across
Dorset and surrounding areas.

Call Josh for a quote on 07876308316 or
email oconnor87@hotmail.co.uk
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WENDY SOUTHAM
LWCMD, ALWCMD

Singing, Flute and Piano teacher
20+ years experience
Help with aural and theory also available

11 Cedar Road
Charlton Down

07811417820
01305 266283

wendysoutham@btinternet.com




DORCH PAWS

DOG WALKING SERVICE
07545 143293

With Karen Wyatt-Bain
dorchpaws@icloud.com
From £15 per walk

Andrew Darby
Building Services Ltd

All types of building work undertaken:

Extensions, structural alterations,

kitchen, bathrooms

01305 757162 07974 260938

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com

P. D &

Planning. Drawing. Service.

Site surveys, design drawings and Planning Applications.
Applications for larger home extensions.
Building regulation drawings and applications.

Contact Paul Dollerv 01303 733538 or 07787 360133,
ematl: pauldollery(@hotmarl com
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BURTON
LANDSCAPES LTD

An established professional team of
landscapers undertaking all aspects of
landscaping and maintenance including
fencing, pergolas, artificial and wooden
decking, artificial grass, turfing, walling,
paving, steps, groundworks, drainage
and site clearance.

Contact Mike on
07717 685951

01305 854603

burtonlandscape@hotmail.com
www.burtonlandscapes.co.uk




HARDX TREE

SURGEONS

The Professional Arboricultural Service

Specializing mn Tree Swrgery, Landscapme Garden Management & Utlities
Throughout cut the South

Tree Care for Residential, Commercial, Forestry, Asricalharal & Estates
Tree Sunveys, Inspections, Reports & Consultancy
Hizhways, Foads & Stmeet Cleamance

Diismantling & Falling

Pollarding f Veteran Tree Miana gement
Reductions, Thinning Pruning & Bechaping
Crowm Lifting & Dead Wooding

Site Clearance, Garden & Hedze Maintenance
Tree & Hedze Planong

Stunip Pemaoval

Logs & Wood Chippings

TPO & Conservation Applications

Fully Inzured — £10 million Public Indemnity
Fully Cualified - MFTC

Tree Works to B5I 3908 - 2010 Smndards
Friendly, Relishle & Efficient Service

Fres Chiotations

24 Hour Emergency Call Out
Tel. 01300 341471 ~ mMob. 07774 477435

www.hardytree.co.uk
The Offce (@ Unit 1 Charminséer Farm Indosérial Exztvie, Wanckard Lane, Charmsmscer, Durchesder, Dorsed T2 9B

email : pikkisahardyiree conk
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THE PERFECT CHOICE

FOR LUXURY
RETIREMENT LIVING
IN DORCHESTER

Retirees in Dorchester can enjoy
living their life to the full thanks to
McCarthy Stone’s Retirement Living
development on London Road,
Casterbridge Court. Offering a unique
brand of living for the over 60s,

the development presents a choice
of low maintenance and spacious
apartments to provide all the home
comforts for a relaxing retirement, as
well as a host of social activities right
on the doorstep.

HEAR FROM TWO OF

OUR HOMEOWNERS.

Brian and Lynne, moved to
Casterbridge Court in April 2022

and have been happy in their two-
bedroom apartment ever since. Lynne
says: “Moving has impacted our life

completely for the better. We can get

y

out to do more things and it’s more
secure than the bungalow we were
living in, which was quite isolated.

It’s great to have other people around.”
When asked what they would say to

somebody considering moving to a
McCarthy Stone property Brian said,
“Do it!” he goes on to add: “what else

can [ say it's been absolutely super!”

h‘.’\

WHY CASTERBRIDGE COURT?

Casterbridge Court has plenty to
offer the most discerning retirees,
with stylish fixtures and fittings,
including top of the range built-

in appliances in every apartment.
Beautifully landscaped gardens are
maintained all year round and are
the setting for many social activities
during the summer months. It is also
reassuring to know that Casterbridge
Court has a 24-hour emergency call
system in place to provide emergency
assistance should it ever be needed.
A House Manager is available during
office hours to oversee the day-to-day
running of the development and to
help with anything you might need
to enjoy the independence of your
new home.

CALL 0800 201 4156 TO BOOK

ATOURORVISIT

McCARTHYSTONE.CO.UK/
CASTERBRIDGE-COURT

Casterbridge Court, 32 London Road,

Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1WY

*Subject to availabilty.
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DISCOVER
MORE ABOUT

CASTERBRIDGE
COURT

WHY MCCARTHY STONE?

More than nine out of 10 customers
would recommend McCarthy Stone
to a friend, ensuring it has received
the full Five Star award for customer
satisfaction from the Home Builders
Federation. McCarthy Stone is the
only UK housebuilder of any size

or type to achieve this rating every

year since it started in 2006.

Buy from: £250,000

Book your tour of this
stunning new development.
The show suite is open

Tuesday - Saturday,
10:30am - 5pm.

CASTERBRIDGE COURT

EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE

OVER 60s OFFERS:

« Luxury one and two bedroom
apartments

« Convenient location, 0.7 miles
from Dorchester town centre

« Stylish communal lounge
« Dedicated House Manager
« Beautifully landscaped gardens

« Fix your service charge from
the moment you move into
Casterbridge Court

McCARTHY STONE
bife, voifl Loved

* Trustpilot

Rated Excellent on Trustpilot

SC018746



CHARMINSTER WI MARCH REPORT

At our March meeting we celebrated our 106th birthday, in the usual way with good food
& good company! The party had an ltalian theme — food, drink, table decorations, table
quiz and display of items that made members think of Italy. There was a very varied display
ranging from fabric creations to brightly coloured pasta.

Later the same week we held a coffee morning at the Village Hall to raise funds for Cancer
Research UK. Members had been busy baking cakes and making items for the sales table, and
we raised over £450 once donations and other contributions had been taken into account.
We were so pleased to see so many people from the village and surrounding area coming
along on a Saturday morning to support such a worthwhile event. Thanks also to those
members who helped on the day with refreshments, manning the sales table, raffle, etc. And,
finally, a big thank you to those people who made cash donations which bumped up the total
considerably.

In April it's our Annual Meeting where we vote for our committee for the coming year. Most
of the committee members will be standing for re-election but we hope that we may have
some new ones too! We'll use the rest of the evening having a go at making fabric tulips with
Mary's expert guidance.

We're getting lots of visitors and new members from ladies who have recently moved in to the
village, especially the Charminster Farm estate. It's lovely to welcome ‘newcomers’ to swell
our numbers. Do come
along, maybe as a visitor
in the first instance. You
can attend 3 meetings
at a cost of £3 a time,
giving you a chance to
see if you like us before
becoming a paid-up
member!

Judy Bird

f\Oﬂ f\Of\ "\Oﬂ

cub.s scou-rs @zms
1ST CHARMINSTER SCOUT GROUP

It has been a long dark and wet Winter and we are looking forward to Spring and being able to
commence some of our outdoor activities.

The Beavers and Cubs have been working for their Skills Challenge Award. This includes — how our body
works, exercise, healthy eating, daily living activities, creativity projects, problem solving and learning a
new skill.

On a visit to Bridport Museum they learnt about the history of Rope Making in the town and they made
some rope. At the end of the evening each person was given a piece of rope to take home.
Unfortunately we have no Scout leader at present.

To continue to bring Scouting to the young people in our local area we desperately need more Leaders.
The aim of the Scout Movement is to develop “Skills for Life” and to learn by doing.

To watch young people grow and become more self confident is very rewarding.

To learn more about becoming a Scout Leader please contact -

Ruth Young  email outdoorgirl943@gmail.com  tel. 01305 268208
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Pet of the Month ...

Say "Hello” to Timothy Whippet. Timothy is a
7 year old boy who lives in Charminster and is
regularly seen with his Daddy in Mill Lane and
across the fields doing whippet “zoomies”.

One of his favourite past-times is standing
at the bar in pubs waiting for a pickled egg
or gravybone. This is him at “The Rabbit” in
Dorchester chatting up the landlord.

Alastair Wallace

The annual meeting of the Charminster Village Hall Committee takes place on Wednesday,
May 15th at 5.30pm.

The committee is always looking for new members, particularly people who want to be
more involved in village life. Committee members are only expected to attend four meetings
a year, but they will be asked to help organise fund raising events at the hall. If you're
interested please email Nigel Kay at nigelrkay@gmail.com

DORSET _
AR L 25 MAY - 9 JUNE 2024
A

WEEKS

Dorset Art Weeks runs from 25th May to 159 Creative Clay for All. The constantly
9th of June with a variety of artists opening changing Dorset landscape inspires Deborah’s
their studios. You could have a day out sculptural ceramics. Unit 12 Mellstock Farm,
with friends, visiting these local studios and Higher Bockhampton, DT2 8QJ
enjoy cake in one of the cafes on-route. 160 Ron and Dorothy Karley are exhibiting

watercolour paintings of flowers and fungi.

155 Carol S i Iti discipli rtist
N e s Roller Cottage, Lower Bockhampton, DT2 8PZ

interested in collective memory and sense
of place. 161 Anthony Paul, exhibitor at the
RA summer Exhibition 2023. Working in egg

156 Kevin M B .
56 Kevin Moore’s painting and print tempera and casein. Molehill,

making explores aesthetics in nature and the
environment. Unit 1 Mellstock Farm, Higher EegsiEmpiem ehicy PG
Bockhampton, DT2 8QJ 162 Stinsford Studios. Contemporary

figurative painter Julian Bailey is exhibiting

157 Alison Moore is exhibiting semi-abstract alongside artist friends and family at the

paintings composed of layers of drawing. recently established Stinsford Studios.
158 MooniGooni Glass. From shoreline A mixture of ceramics, painting and drawings.
and sea to flora and fauna. Dorset inspired The Old Vicarage, DT2 8PT.
fused glass. Unit 2 Mellstock Farm, Higher For all opening times please go to
Bockhampton, DT2 8QJ www.dorsetartweeks.co.uk
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VILLAGE'S DIRECTORY

DORSET COUNCILLOR
Clir David Taylor 07905 352710 cllrdavid.taylor@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM

All villages are covered by Neighbourhood Police Teams (NPT). We're looked after by Support
officer (PSCO 5410) Sarah Pilcher. If you want to contact one of the team for any reason then go
online to Dorset Police website at dorchester-rural-npt@dorset.police.uk and follow ‘Do It Online’
to access a range of services. Or there’s always 101 or 999 or via Do It Online / Dorset Police

CHARMINSTER CONTACTS

Parish Council Chairman: Mark Simons 260055
Vice chair: Carol Matthews 751535
Parish Clerk: Michele Harding 07946 489 488
Flood Warden Tim Yarker 265942
St Mary's School Headteacher: Mick Homer 263880
Caretaker: Belinda Bessant 266598
Pre-School Vanessa Thomas 251512
Village Hall Bookings: Julie Seeney

enquiries@charminstervillagehall.co.uk 07918 595456
wi Judy Thompson 263783

Bell Ringers Captain: Chris White 07783 555 199
Girl Guides Alison Barlow 07483 429 596
Brownies Alison Barlow 07483 429 596

Scouts, Cubs, Beavers
Scottish Country Dancing

Charminsters Stores

& Post Office
Art Group

Community Hall

Village Hall
Jellytots
Flood Warden

Charlton Down Cricket

Stinsford Parish Council

Editors - editor@charpilot.com

Ruth Young
Val Scriven

Louise Christopher

DudleyKemp

communityhall@charminster.info

CHARLTON DOWN CONTACTS

bookings@charltondownvillagehall.info
Emma
Carol Matthews

Peter (Tommy) Tucker
youth/senior
James Pretty: booking / hire

STINSFORD CONTACTS

Parish Clerk: Kirsty Rigler
stinsfordclerk@googlemail.com

THE PILOT CONTACTS
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268208
265177
264312

757151
07947 622 326

07791 204323
751535
07810 275 847

07810 275 847

268818

Advertising - advertising@charpilot.com



LOCAL ELECTIONS 2 MAY 2024

Local elections will be held in Charminster, Charlton Down and Stinsford on
2 May 2024.

These will be for the:
Dorset Councillor for Charminster St Mary’s Ward (Parishes of Bradford Peverell,
Charminster, Frampton, Stinsford and Stratton)

Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner

Charminster Parish Council South Ward (Charminster)

Polling Stations will be located at:

Charlton Down Village Hall (Toad Hall)

Charminster Community Hall (changed from Charminster Village Hall)

Kingston Maurward College, Stinsford

Polling stations are open from 7am to 10pm on polling day. Voters will need to
bring photo ID with them.

If you have registered to vote by post, you will be sent a pack with ballot papers.

Electors will vote for one Dorset Councillor and for one Dorset Police and Crime
Commissioner.

Charminster Parish Council South Ward (Charminster) will be contested with nine
candidates for seven seats. Voters may vote for up to seven candidates.

Charminster Parish Council North Ward (Charlton Down and Forston) will be
uncontested as there were two candidates for five seats.

Stinsford Parish Council will also be uncontested as there were seven candidates
for seven seats.

SouthWard (Charminster Village) Contact: Parish Clerk (Michele Harding)
Keith Beeson 264032 c/o Community Hall, Weir View,
Peter Dangerfield 260543 Charminster, DT2 9QY

Richard East 264724 07946 489 488 or

Alan Rolls 267863 email clerk@charminster.info
Mark Simons (Chair) 260055

Tim Yarker 265942 For Community Hall Enquiries please call
Louisa Swabey-Payne TBC 07947 622 326

NorthWard (Charlton Down & Forston) _
Carol Matthews (ViceChair) 751535 Please see our website or cgntact the. clerk
Sueen B 269255 for details of any forthcoming meetings.

Julie Jackson 07714 433 174 www.charminster.info

Richard Wareham 07710 938 959
Ollie Greenaway Charminster Parish Council




